His Policy of Obstruction
he had resolved on the policy of obstruction which Biggar was
now so clumsily practising* He had yet to learn his way
about this singular House* But the idea of obstruction was
moving uneasily in his thoughts* and it was expressed at first
in shy suggestions to older members which must have made
some of them regard him as a madman* Mr* T* P* O'Connor
says in his Life of Charles Stewart Parnell: ** I have heard
O'Connor Power tell the story of an extraordinary project
which Parnell imparted to him a short time after his entrance
into Parliament* It was to come down to the House some
night in fantastic costume* to provoke a collision with the
Speaker* and by some such means to draw attention to the
grievances of Ireland*"
Four days after his introduction to the Speaker he made his
maiden speech* " It was short* modest* spoken in a thin
voice and with manifest nervousness*" He declared that
Ireland was not a geographical fragment of England, but a
nation* For the rest of the year 1875 he remained mostly
an onlooker* though he spoke at intervals and asked questions*
Mr* Barry O'Brien has culled two short passagesfrom speeches
which he delivered in Ireland about this time* " We do not
want speakers in the House of Commons* but men who will
vote right*" " The Irish people should watch the conduct
of their representatives in the House of Commons*" He was
evolving the form and discipline of his party* He had told
his brother in America that " the Irish can make themselves
felt everywhere if they are self-reliant and stick to each other/*
and now he was announcing the need for a well-governed
voting machine* There is something astounding in the
spectacle of this stammering and singularly uninformed young
man, who knew so little of Parliamentary procedure or, in-
deed* of the ordinary routine of life that he naively enquired
of a colleague how one got the material for a question to the
Speaker* finding in flashes of intuition the means whereby the
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